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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 20th, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

 
On Monday, June 20th, 2016 at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman David 
McWilliams, Bill Nihan, Sam Smith, Town Clerk, Anna Bourdon and Town Manager, 
Carrie Johnson.   
 
Public:  Peter Blouin, Bob Fairbanks, Kevin Lawler, Al Voegele and St. Albans 
Messenger Reporter, Elaine Ezerins.      
 
S. Dukas called the Selectboard meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
 
Payroll Warrants 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated 
June 10th, 2016 in the amount of $13,980.66 and the payroll warrant dated June 
17th, 2016 in the amount of $14,286.72.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Industrial Park 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in 
the amount of $709.25.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
Warrants 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the general warrant dated June 20th, 
2016 in the amount of $208,992.29.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, June 6th, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Police Chief, Gary Taylor 
Chief Taylor came before the Board to give them a police update.  He explained that 
fireworks are illegal in Vermont and the only fireworks legal without a permit are ground 
poppers, snakes and sparklers.  You must have a permit from the fire chief to possess or 
explode larger (brown paper) fireworks.  Chief Taylor stated he will not issue a permit in 
the City and Fire Chief Bob Cross will not issue a permit in the Town unless they are 
licensed exhibitor.  The personal liability is very high for people who purchase and 
explode fireworks.   
 
Chief Taylor explained that the police department hopes to rely on the neighbors of the 
Town Forest to keep an eye on any suspicious activity.  Neighborhood Watch also has a 
program called Park Watch where neighbors living near parks would call the police if 
they see something was suspicious or unlawful.   
 
Last year, the St. Albans Police were asked to police Burton Island, as it is in the Town.   
The Vermont State police have stated they will not police the island.  On Labor Day, 
2015, Chief Taylor had two officers for 6 hours posted on the island.  They had a police 
presence on Memorial weekend this year and will again for 4th of July.  The fire 
department has agreed to shuttle officers over on their boat.  Over consumption and 
disorderly conduct have been the issues on the island.  Chief Taylor also explained that 
there is a Knox box for the police with a key for the gate at Killkare Camp to allow them 
in during off hours.   
 
S. Dukas took this opportunity to thank Chief Taylor and his force on the fight against 
illicit drugs.  Chief Taylor stated that they seized 5,470 bags of heroin, 50 bags of crack 
cocaine and 7 pounds of marijuana.   
 
D. McWilliams asked Chief Taylor to increase the police presence on Route 207 in front 
of Handy’s Chevrolet.  He has received complaints of speeders in that area. 
 
Bob Fairbanks asked Chief Taylor to speak with Thomas Taxi about their speeding. 
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Health Board Hearing – 17 Zweeres Road 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to recess the Selectboard meeting and 
convene as the Health Board.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
D. McWilliams came before the Board as the Health Officer to discuss an issue on 
Zweeres Road.  This has been going on for more than 2.5 months.  Large amounts of 
garbage, about 50 – 75 bags are on the property.  He is requesting we issue a Health 
Order against the house.  It would allow the Town to go onto the property and remove 
the garbage.  The current tenants are being evicted on June 25th.  The title is currently 
held by Citibank.  D. McWilliams has received two bids; $2,100 and $3,200 to remove 
the garbage.  There is an appeal process of 30 days. The Town will issue the health 
order and once the appeal is done, remove the hazard and put a lien on the property for 
all expenses.     
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve Health Officer, David McWilliams’ 
recommendations to issue a Health Order and lien on the property at 17 Zweeres 
Road.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to adjourn the Health Board and reconvene as 
the Selectboard.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Northwest Access TV Water/Wastewater Allocation 
David McWilliams recused himself from this agenda item as he is on the Board at 
Northwest Access TV.  Rick Tatro, Vice President of Northwest Access TV had come 
before the Board at their last meeting but, there wasn’t a quorum to approve the 
allocation.  Mr. Tatro returned to request approval the water/wastewater allocation for 
their project in Franklin Park West, Lot 16, next to Care Partners.  The request is for 167 
gallons/day for water and 148 gallons/day for wastewater.  Mr. Tatro explained that since 
the last Selectboard meeting, he met with the City of St. Albans and they approved their 
allocations.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve Northwest Access TV’s water and 
wastewater allocations a presented.  Motion carried 4-0 with D. McWilliams 
abstaining.   
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Motor Vehicle Ordinance 
Bridge names and numbers were added to the ordinance.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Regulations of Vehicles, Traffic 
and Roadways Ordinance as presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
Certification of Compliance for Town Road and Bridge Standards and Network 
Inventory 
C. Johnson explained that this certification must be approved every year and the codes 
and standards exist in the Road Standards Ordinance.      
 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to accept the Certification of Compliance for 
Town Road and Bridge Standards and Network Inventory.  All in favor, none 
opposed, motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
Kevin Lawler came before the Board explaining that he has a petition from residents on 
Dunsmore Road regarding Green Mountain Power’s plan to install the 3-phase line for 
the bio-digester.  He explained that they believe there are health risks.  The petitioners 
would like for the Selectboard to authorize the Board of Health to look into this matter 
further.  This could also be a financial matter, making it more difficult for residents to sell 
their houses in this area.  S. Dukas asked Mr. Lawler if he would accept whatever it is D. 
McWilliams, as the Health Officer finds when he looks into this.  Mr. Lawler found it 
difficult to answer that at this time.   
 
C. Johnson explained that this falls under the Public Service Act 248 process.  The 
Town doesn’t have much say.  However, the Town will research this matter.   
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Schedule 
Next Selectboard meetings are Monday, July 11th and Monday, July 18th.  Bay Day will 
be on Saturday, July 2nd and the Great Race on Sunday, July 3rd.     
 
Other Business 
None. 
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to go into executive session at 7:33 p.m. 
to discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
  
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to come out of executive session at 9:10 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Fiscal Year 2017 Salary Increases 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2017 salary 
increases as presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
9:15 p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 


