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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 2nd, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

 
On Monday, May 2nd, 2016 at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, David McWilliams, Bill 
Nihan, Sam Smith, Town Manager, Carrie Johnson, Fire Chief, Bob Cross, Director of 
Public Works, Steve Beauregard and Town Clerk, Anna Bourdon.  Absent was Chair, 
Stan Dukas. 
 
Public:  Dick Day, Peter Blouin, Anthony Gamache, David Raymond, Tom Snyder, Matt 
Gilliam, Al Voegele, Kevin Lawler, Steve Cushing and St. Albans Messenger Reporter, 
Elaine Ezerins.     
 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
B. Cheeseman called the Selectboard meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
 
Payroll Warrants 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated April 22nd, 
2016 in the amount of $13,562.02 and the payroll warrant dated April 29th, 2016 in 
the amount of $22,728.68.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Industrial Park 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in the 
amount of $873.38.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
Warrants 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the general warrant dated May 
2nd, 2016 in the amount of $42,926.75.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the Selectboard ‘special’ 
meeting minutes for Monday, April 25th, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.   
 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting 
minutes for Monday, April 18th, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.    
 
Fire Truck Bid Opening 
Two bids were received for the purchase of the 2003, 7400 International Wet Side 
Tanker.   
 
S. Smith opened the bid from the Fairfax Fire Department in the amount of $105,100. 
B. Nihan opened the bid from the East Fairfield Fire Department in the amount of 
$92,500. 
 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve the purchase bid for the 7400 
International Wet Side Tanker from the Fairfax Fire Department in the amount of 
$105,100. All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.    
 
Stormwater Consultant, Andres Torizzo – Stormwater Flow Monitoring MOU 
Andres Torizzo came before the Board to introduce himself and help with clarification of 
the Stormwater Flow Monitoring MOU.  He’s been working with the Town on stormwater 
issues since 2007.  He explained that one of the requirements for the MS4 permit is flow 
monitoring.  A gage will be installed in both Stevens Brook and Rugg Brook to monitor 
flow.  The Town needs to sign the MOU agreeing to a payment schedule to fund a third 
party contractor to install and monitor the gages in both brooks.  Mr. Torizzo has 
reviewed the MOU and suggested that the Board sign the agreement.  The data from the 
gages will be collected and analyze.   
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Al Voegele asked if the Town can lessen the flow, will that change the percentage 
(7.1%) that is used to configure how much in funds the Town needs to pay for the 
monitoring.  Mr. Torizzo said that the 7.1% would not be reduced.    
 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to agree to the Stormwater Flow Monitoring 
MOU and authorized Town Manager, Carrie Johnson to sign on behalf of the 
Town.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
North End Sewer Allocation – Anthony Gamache 
Anthony Gamache came before the Board to explain his request.  He would like to 
equally split the allocation between himself and the Handy Car Dealership.  They both 
have agreed to a 50/50 split.  The Town will bill Mr. Gamache the full amount and he is 
responsible for collecting the other half from Handy.   
 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to approve Mr. Gamache’s allocation request 
as presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Memorial Tree Policy 
A draft policy was provided for the Board and B. Nihan had provided some suggestions.  
S. Smith would like to study this further to ensure we address things such as multiple 
requests.  Revisions will be made and the Board agreed to table this policy until their 
next meeting. 
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to table the Memorial Tree Policy until the 
next Selectboard meeting.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Water/Sewer Feasibility Study 
DuBois & King has agreed to do this study for the Town.  C. Johnson asked for approval 
from the Board for Phases I and II which will cost a total of $37,045.  Once we have a 
signed agreement, DuBois & King will begin work.  They will create a service data 
definition, review existing infrastructure, complete a needs assessment, a treatment and 
disposal option for wastewater, and water supply options.    
 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to authorize Town Manager, Carrie 
Johnson to sign the contract for the feasibility study for the water/wastewater 
system with DuBois & King.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Liquor Control Board 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to recess the Selectboard meeting and convene 
as the Liquor Control Board.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Bayside Pavilion requested an outside consumption license renewal.   
 
MOTION: S. Smith made a motion to approve the yearly renewal of the Bayside 
Pavilion outdoor consumption with the same conditions as their indoor permit.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to adjourn the Liquor Control Board and 
reconvene the Selectboard meeting.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Northwestern Medical Center Site Plan Amendment Application 
The Board has been copied on the Act 250 amendment application for Northwestern 
Medical Center Site Plan.  No action required at this time.  
 
Sidewalk Master Plan Consultant 
DuBois & King submitted the only proposal.  They would work with the Planning 
Commission on updating the Sidewalk Master Plan.  The Planning Commission would 
bring a recommendation to the Selectboard.   
 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to authorize Town Manager, Carrie Johnson to 
sign and enter into the agreement with DuBois and King for a Sidewalk Master 
Plan in the amount of $15,000.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
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Department of Public Works (DPW) 
Debris on Roads 
Director of Public Works, Steve Beauregard came before the Board to discuss a few 
issues that have been brought to his attention.  There had been some complaints 
regarding debris on Maquam and Lower Newton Roads from farmer equipment coming 
off fields.  The farmers did scrape the roads once they were finished.  If debris is on the 
road, S. Beauregard will speak to them.  If they don’t do anything to clean up, the police 
will get involved with warnings and tickets.   
 
S. Beauregard explained that some edges of the road were broken up as well.  The last 
time the road was paved was 2006.  It is on the schedule to be paved this summer.  The 
heavy farm equipment is causing cracks in the road surface and will be fixed when 
paved.   
 
B. Cheeseman suggested “Caution Slippery Road” signs be installed near these 
problem areas.  S. Smith would like to review the ordinance on motor vehicles at their 
next meeting.   
 
Green Mountain Power Lines – Dunsmore Road 
Kevin Lawler explained to the Board that Green Mountain Power (GMP) is proposing to 
move their power poles on the Dunsmore Road towards Lower Newton Road.  Their 
work will be in the Town Right of Way.  Mr. Lawler was concerned that GMP was going 
about their work without notifying the Town.  S. Beauregard to follow up with GMP. 
 
Streetlights 
Someone requested adding streetlights on High Street.  In the past, these requests were 
handled by DPW on a per request basis.  S. Smith would like to have these requests 
come before the Board.  C. Johnson stated that this is the process the Town follows 
currently.  S. Beauregard also explained that all the old halogen lights in the Town were 
replaced with LED lights.  The cost of that project was paid for by Efficiency Vermont.  S. 
Beauregard to evaluate lights on High Street and possibly reposition some of them.   
 
Bike Rack Placement 
The Town was given 5 bike racks by RISE Vermont.  S. Beauregard explained that one 
of the racks will be installed at the Bay Park.  S. Beauregard made other suggestions 
such as the dock, Town Hall, Town Forest and Cohen Park.  B. Nihan suggested placing 
a bike rack at Hard’Ack. The Board agreed to allow S. Beauregard to install them where 
he deems appropriate.    
 
Motor Vehicle Ordinance 
S. Beauregard was approached by the St. Albans Police regarding some “No Parking” 
areas in the Town.  People are parking across the street from the Bay Store in the “No 
Parking” area to get ice cream.  The Police have not ticketed in recent history but, they 
have suggested to S. Beauregard to speak to the state to remove the “No Parking” sign 
in that area.  The Board agreed to have S. Beauregard to approach the state on this 
matter.  A draft revised ordinance with updated “No Parking” areas will be presented at 
the next Selectboard meeting.   
 
Chimney Reconstruction Status 
Jay Lawrence with JL Masonry came back over the weekend and repaired the lawn 
damage from his trucks and also acid washed a section of the brick that had been 
repaired a few months ago by his team.  The rest of the clean-up will occur after the 
chimney reconstruction of the lake side chimney and the repointing of the front chimney 
is complete.  This will be done in the fall.  The Board suggested looking at all the 
chimneys when the lift is here for the chimney work.     
 
Public Comment 
Steve Cushing came before the Board to discuss adding a separate Town Ballot during 
the next school budget vote.  The ballot would request the Selectboard pay St. Albans 
Area Watershed Association (SAAWA) the remaining $12,960 of previously approved 
funds to purchase weed harvesting equipment.  The Board could approve it or SAAWA 
could get a petition with 5% of the voters.  S. Smith suggested lowering the request 
$1,000 for the cost of the election.   
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MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve adding on the next available Town 
ballot that $11,960 of a previously approved $20,000 allocation to purchase weed 
harvesting equipment be paid to St. Albans Area Watershed Association.  Motion 
carried with a 3-1 vote with B. Nihan voting opposed.   
 
Dick Day came before the Board to discuss the land deal (Gamache/Handy) at the north 
end of Town discussed earlier in the meeting.  He asked what would happen if the 
landowner died.  The Board explained the payment for the allocation would go with the 
land; with the owner’s estate in the case of death.   
 
Kevin Lawler came before the Board to discuss the Green Mountain Power situation.  He 
recommended the Board look at this situation very seriously.   
 
Schedule 
Next Selectboard meetings are Monday, May 16th and Monday, June 6th. 
 
Other Business 
None.   
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to go into executive session at 8:48 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
  
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to come out of executive session at 9:50 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
9:50 p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 


