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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 16th, 2016 
5:00 p.m. 

 
On Monday, May 16th, 2016 at 5:00 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, David 
McWilliams, Bill Nihan, and Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  Also present were Ginny 
Champney and Kathie Cheney from HR Consulting Solutions, LLC.  Absent was Sam 
Smith.   
 
S. Dukas called the Selectboard meeting to order at 5:00pm. 
 
The purpose of the 5pm start to the Selectboard meeting was to discuss a personnel 
item in executive session with HR Consulting Solutions, LLC. 
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to go into executive session at 5:00 p.m. 
to discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson 
and Ginny Champney and Kathie Cheney.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.   
  
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to come out of executive session at 6:05 p.m.  
and recess the Selectboard meeting.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to reconvene the Selectboard meeting at 
6:30p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, David 
McWilliams, Bill Nihan, Sam Smith, and Town Manager, Carrie Johnson, Director of 
Public Works, Steve Beauregard and Town Clerk, Anna Bourdon.  Sam Smith arrived at 
6:30 p.m.   
 
Public:  Kevin Lawler, Peter Blouin, Al Voegele, Rose DuBois (GMP), Dotty Schnur 
(GMP) and Dave Dunn (GMP).     
 
Regular Meeting - 6:30 p.m. - Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Warrants 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the general warrant dated May 
16th, 2016 in the amount of $32,409.15.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Impact Fees 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to approve the Impact Fees warrant in the 
amount of $50,000.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
Industrial Park 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in the 
amount of $874.86.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
Payroll Warrants 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated May 
13th, in the amount of $14,337.86, the payroll warrant dated May 6th, 2016 in the 
amount of $13,233.61 and the payroll warrant dated May 6th, 2016 in the amount of 
$845.72.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting 
minutes for Monday, May 2nd, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
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Special Election Warning 
The school budget vote will be held on Tuesday, May 31st.  The Town does not have the 
minimum time needed to warn a special election for the weed harvester article St. 
Albans Area Watershed Association requested for this election.  There will be no Town 
ballot for the school election.   
 
Department of Public Works - Truck Bid Opening 
B. Cheeseman opened the bid from Heritage Ford in the amount of $48,002. 
S. Smith opened the bid from Lamoille Valley Ford in the amount of $50,689. 
B. Nihan opened the bid from Hayes Ford in the amount of $50,737. 
D. McWilliams opened the bid from Paquin in the amount of $48,677. 
 
Director of Public Works, Steve Beauregard will review the bids to make sure the bids 
are all comparable and follow the required bid specifications. 
 
B. Nihan made a motion to accept the bid from Heritage Ford in the amount of $48,002 
for the Ford F550, subject to a detailed review by Director of Public Works, Steve 
Beauregard.  S. Smith pointed out that he felt for the difference of $675, it would be 
worth going with Paquin, being a local dealership, a Town taxpayer and a dealership we 
have purchased 6 trucks from previously.  The Board agreed and B. Nihan withdrew his 
motion. 
 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to accept the bid from Paquin Ford in the 
amount of up to $48,677 for the Ford F550, subject to a detailed review by Director 
of Public Works, Steve Beauregard.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.    
 
Green Mountain Power Biodigester – Rose DuBois, David Dunn, Dotty Schnur 
Rose DuBois, David Dunn and Dotty Schnur with Green Mountain Power (GMP) came 
before the Board to discuss the revised power pole plan on the Dunsmore Road for the 
biodigester.  The Board was concerned with GMP’s work being in the Town right of way.  
Mr. Dunn explained a system impact study was completed and with that a line extension 
was designed for the generation source.  This requires a larger wire which needs more 
poles to support it.     
 
B. Cheeseman asked if burying the wire was a possibility.  Mr. Dunn explained the cost 
is prohibitive.    
 
Ms. DuBois explained that some poles are being moved 4 feet back from the Town’s 
right of way.  There are a few other poles that will require easements from landowners.  
There will be minimal trimming of trees. 
 
Town resident, Kevin Lawler asked why the 3 phase power couldn’t come down to 
Maquam Shore Road instead of going north.  Mr. Dunn explained that Lower Newton 
was closer but, they will look into it that possibility.     
 
S. Smith asked about the relics that were located on the farm land where the biodigester 
is to be construction.  Mr. Dunn explained that the items date back to 5,000 years ago.  
There were 168 actual complete tools or tools in various stages of completion found in 
this location.  It is believed it was a stone tool making facility.   
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Memorial Tree Policy 
The Board was provided in their packets a draft Memorial Tree policy.  C. Johnson 
asked for feedback.  S. Dukas explained that he’s opposed to having a memorial tree 
policy.  S. Smith explained that one of the issues would be how to qualify someone for a 
memorial tree.  He suggested establishing a fund for renovating the buildings in the park.   
B. Cheeseman agreed with S. Smith.  He also stated he likes as an example the 
benches dedicated to residents at Collins Perley.  That could be a possibility in the park 
as well.  B. Nihan agreed and doesn’t believe we should be in the business of a 
memorial park.  D. McWilliams agreed putting money into the parks’ buildings would 
make more sense.  The Board agreed to discontinue the memorial trees in the park and 
establish a policy and fund for renovations to the park buildings and may include 
plaques.   
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Motor Vehicle Ordinance 
Some edits have been added to the ordinance regarding “No Parking” areas.  B. Nihan 
pointed out that there is a “Stop” sign on Wiley Place but, not in the ordinance.  In 
Section 10.8.2, the word “Black” should be removed and the appropriate bridge number 
added instead.  B. Nihan asked S. Beauregard about a “Stop” sign at East View Drive.  
S. Beauregard will look into this.   
 
Regarding the section of the ordinance on debris in the road, S. Beauregard contacted 
the State and they explained anything on the roads is a hazard.  They are to provide 
information to S. Beauregard on this.  S. Smith stated that the ordinance needs to state 
in more detail how we deal with agricultural traffic.   
 
Town resident, Al Voegele asked if there was a “Stop” sign on West View.  The Board 
didn’t know for certain so, Mr. Voegele agreed to take a look and let the Board know. 
 
B. Nihan stated there was some confusion in the ordinance about Hathaway Point Road 
and Hathaway Road.  S. Beauregard will look into this.     
   
A revised draft will be provided to the Selectboard for their next meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Schedule 
Next Selectboard meetings are Monday, June 6th and Monday, June 20th.  School 
budget vote is on May 31st.  Ballots are available now in the Town Clerk’s office. 
 
Other Business 
None. 
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to go into executive session at 7:46 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
  
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to come out of executive session at 9:10 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 9:15 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 


