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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Monday, December 5th, 2016 

5:30 p.m.   
 

On Monday, December 5th, 2016 at 5:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, Bill 
Nihan, Sam Smith and Interim Town Manager, Al Voegele.  Absent was David 
McWilliams. 
 
S. Dukas called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.  The purpose of the earlier start to the 
Selectboard meeting was to hold an executive session to discuss a contractual issue. 
 
Executive Session  
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to go into executive session at 5:30 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and to invite in Interim Town Manager, Al 
Voegele.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to come out of executive session at 6:25 p.m. 
and recess the Selectboard meeting.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to recess the Selectboard meeting at 6:25 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to reconvene the Selectboard meeting at 6:30 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, Bill 
Nihan, Sam Smith, Interim Town Manager, Al Voegele, Director of Public Works, Alan 
Mashtare, Town Clerk, Anna Bourdon, Public Safety Administrator and Fire Chief, Bob 
Cross and Recording Secretary, Jennifer Gray.  Absent was David McWilliams. 
 
Public:    St. Albans Messenger Reporter, Elaine Ezerins, Brendan Deso, Bob 
Fairbanks and Peter Blouin. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance.     
 
Approval of Agenda 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the agenda with changes as 
presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Payroll Warrants  
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated November 
25th, 2016 in the amount of $22,047.78 and the payroll warrant dated December 2nd, 
in the amount of $15,037.07.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the general warrant dated 
December 5th, 2016 in the amount of $14,290.47.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, November 21st, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
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Introduction – Alan Mashtare, Director of Public Works 
Alan Mashtare came before the Board to introduce himself.  He previously worked as a 
Foreman for the City of St. Albans.  He explained he’s getting to know the crew as well 
as organizing the equipment buildings at the Department of Public Works complex.  All 
equipment (except for trailers) is now under cover.  They are in the process of organizing 
the shop.    
 
Director of Administration, Ned Connell 
Ned Connell was out sick today.  A. Voegele explained that Ned has 19 different tasks to 
manage, mainly around the MS4 Permit and the Town Plan.  B. Cheeseman explained 
his concerns about Ned having too much of a workload and does hope he will prioritize 
in an efficient manner.   
 
Town Manger’s Report 
Water/Wastewater Feasibility Study 
This item was tabled until a final report is provided by Jonathan Ashley from DuBois & 
King. 
 
Fiscal Year 2017 – 2018 Budget 
The meeting on Monday, December 12th will be the kick off meeting for the fiscal year 
2017 – 2018 budget.   
 
A. Voegele explained the fire department has a budget item for a furnace in the amount 
of $20,000.  He feels it should be a capital equipment item and not in the general fund 
and would like to have it moved out of the general fund.  The Board agreed to move the 
furnace purchase to the Capital Equipment Reserve fund for the fire department.     
 
A. Voegele explained the air packs for the fire department are aluminum but, new ones 
are made of light composite material.  Currently, we purchase 5 air packs a year.  We 
are 25 tanks behind.  A. Voegele suggested buying the new tanks all at once.  The funds 
are in the fire department reserve fund.  The cost per bottle is $785.  The total cost 
would be a little over $19,000.  The Board approved the purchase of the air packs from 
its fire department reserve fund.   
 
Public Comment 
Town resident, Peter Blouin shared his concerns with the Town spending $22,900 and 
that he’s heard several Town residents are upset about it.  $12,900 was paid to Jackie 
Brown to pay for cleaning up sodium in her well that is located adjacent to the Town 
Garage.  There was also a payment of $10,000 for the Town of Swanton to help pay for 
legal costs to fight the wind mill project being proposed by Swanton Wind.   
 
Town resident Bob Fairbanks came before the Board to express his displeasure of the 
Town paying Swanton the $10,000.  He also stated that the digester that is being 
proposed to be installed on the Dunsmore Road will cause extremely smelly air.  The 
Town should have tried to stop the digester and not the windmills in Swanton.   
 
Schedule 
The budget kickoff meeting will be Monday, December 12th at 6pm.  The next regular 
Selectboard meeting is Monday, December 19th.  
 
Other Business 
None. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  B. Nihan made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 7:11 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray, Recording Secretary 


