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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Monday, December 19th, 2016 

5:30 p.m.   
 

On Monday, December 19th, 2016 at 5:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, David 
McWilliams, Sam Smith, Town Manager, Carrie Johnson, Al Voegele and Jonathan 
Ashley of Dubois & King.  Absent was. Bill Nihan. 
 
S. Dukas called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.  The purpose of the earlier start to the 
Selectboard meeting was to hold an executive session to discuss a contractual issue. 
 
Executive Session  
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to go into executive session at 5:30 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and to invite Jonathan Ashely of Dubois and 
King, Al Voegele, and Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried.   
 
MOTION:   D. McWilliams made a motion to come out of executive session at 6:25 
p.m. and recess the Selectboard meeting.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to recess the Selectboard meeting at 6:25 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to reconvene the Selectboard meeting at 6:30 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Stan Dukas, Vice Chair, Bruce Cheeseman, David 
McWilliams, Sam Smith, Town Manager, Carrie Johnson, and Recording Secretary, 
Jennifer Gray.  Absent was Bill Nihan. 
 
Public:  Peter Blouin, St. Albans Messenger reporter, Elaine Ezerins, Brendan Deso, Al 
Voegele and Peter Cross.  Also present were Legislative Representatives, Dustin 
Degree, Lynn Dickinson, Carolyn Branagan and Corey Parent.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance.     
 
S. Dukas explained to the audience the Board met in executive session to meet with 
Jonathan Ashley with Dubois and King, the firm doing the water/wastewater feasibility 
study.  The Board asked Mr. Ashley for some revisions to the study.  He will return to a 
future meeting to discuss his findings.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
S. Dukas suggested adding a discussion on a water/wastewater article in the Messenger 
under “Other Business”. 
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the agenda with a change as 
presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Industrial Park Warrant 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in 
the amount of $803.29.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
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Payroll Warrants  
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated 
December 16th, in the amount of $15,826.11 and the payroll warrant dated 
December 9th, 2016 in the amount of $32,514.77.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried.  
 
The larger payroll included Payment in Lieu of Insurance payments to employees who 
are not enrolled in health insurance through the Town. 
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the general warrant dated 
December 5th, 2016 in the amount of $217,865.03.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, December 5th, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard ‘special’ meeting 
minutes for Monday, December 12th, 2016.  Motion carried with a 3-0 vote with D. 
McWilliams abstaining. 
 
Legislative Representatives Dustin Degree, Lynn Dickinson, Carolyn Branagan 
and Corey Parent – Legislative Update 
Representative Dickinson explained she’s on the Corrections Committee and shared 
some of the bills she is working on.  She reminded the Board that if they have any 
requests to let her know. 
 
Representative Degree explained he served on four committees last year; 
Transportation, Education, Financing and Agricultural.  He enjoyed all four committees 
but, has asked to remain on only two.  He explained that this should be a productive 
session focusing on the financial future of the state. 
 
Representative Branagan explained that this is her first term in Senate.  She was a state 
representative for 14th years representing Georgia.  She expressed too that they will be 
working on the finances of the state.  Revenue is falling short every year.   
 
Representative Parent explained he does a weekly emailing.  He started 2 years ago 
and had about 45 recipients; now, he has 700.  He stated it’s a great way to create a two 
way conversation.  He is looking for a committee change, expressing his desire to work 
on the Ways and Means Committee.  There is a major concern about the revenue 
stream.  He would like to see more focus on customer service within state government.  
Representative Parent stated that Representative Keenan had a schedule conflict and 
was unable to attend this meeting.   
 
There were discussions on government contracts, education costs and the Act 250 
process.   
 
Allocation Request – Peerless Clothing 
Peter Cross of Cross Consulting came before the Board to discuss an allocation for 
Peerless Clothing in the industrial park.  They are requesting water and sewer 
allocations for a new 90,000 square foot warehouse.  They will demolish an existing 
85,000 square foot building.  This may add 50 employees.  The height of the building will 
be going from 50 feet high to 65 feet high.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Peerless Clothing allocations as 
presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.    
 
Town Manger’s Report 
Draft Purchasing Policy 
Al Voegele drafted a purchasing policy that was given to the Selectboard for their review.  
This draft incorporates adding purchase orders into the policy as well as increasing the 
purchasing amount for department heads from $10,000 to $25,000.    The Board agreed 
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to continue with revising this policy and will be reviewed at the next Selectboard 
meeting.   
 
Winter Parking Policy Reminder 
It was reported last week that a few Town residents were parking and leaving cars on 
Town roads overnight.  The Winter Parking Policy in the Town’s Traffic Ordinance states 
that cars are not allowed to park on Town streets/roads from November 1st until April 15th 
of the following year.  This policy has been posted in the Messenger and on our website 
and Facebook page.  One verbal warning will be given, and then violators will be 
ticketed and/or towed.   
 
Memorial Gift Policy Draft 
Al Voegele also drafted a Memorial Gift Policy for the Board to review.  He pulled pieces 
from different policies from different organizations.  An idea was to have memorials gifts 
go towards improvements at the Stone House at the Bay Park.   
 
S. Dukas suggested providing a survey to Town voters at Town Meeting Day to see 
what they would like to see done with the Stone House in the Bay Park.   
 
S. Smith would like to contract someone to give us some ideas on how to improve the 
Stone House.  It would be a good idea to have an estimate on how much improvements 
would cost.   
 
Public Comment 
D. McWilliams explained he’s spoken to some upset Town residents regarding the Board 
approving to pay the Town of Swanton $10,000 to fight the proposed wind project. 
 
D. McWilliams made a motion to not give any more money to towns unless it goes to the 
Town voters first.  Open for discussion.   
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to not give any more money to towns 
unless it goes to the Town voters first.  Motion failed with a 3-1 vote opposed.   
 
Schedule 
The next regular Selectboard meeting is Tuesday, January 3rd, 2017 and Tuesday, 
January 17th, 2017. These meetings were moved due to holidays.  
 
Other Business 
Plowing 
B. Cheeseman explained that he received a call from a resident who complained that 
their road was not plowed in a prompt manner during the Sunday ice event.  C. Johnson 
will speak to Director of Public Works, Alan Mashtare and then will respond to the 
resident. 
 
Bay Park Ice Rink 
B. Cheeseman asked C. Johnson to get an estimate for a skating rink at the Bay Park.  It 
would be a 40’ x 100’ ice surface only open on the weekends during daylight hours.  It 
would cost $715 for Department of Public Works build.  To get an industrial size tarp for 
shelter and a place for people to put on their skates would cost $933.45.  The Board had 
a question regarding liability and if we would be covered.  C. Johnson will bring an 
update to the Board at their January 3rd meeting.   
 
Marina and Sidewalks 
S. Smith stated that the Development Review Board approved the proposed marina with 
the condition that a sidewalk be built from the marina to the corner of Georgia Shore 
Road and Lake Road and to be included in the site plan.  However, a sidewalk policy 
has not been completed and in the meantime, the Town may want to set up an escrow 
for the funds to construct the sidewalk.   
 
Messenger Article 
S. Dukas referenced an article that ran in the Messenger regarding the water and sewer 
issue with the City, stating the Town has not agreed to anything.  The City wants a 
minimum of $350,000 annually and indefinitely.  The City would like 1/3 of our local 
taxes on any new users.  The City also wants the Town to drop the 2007 lawsuit and the 
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affiliation fee lawsuit.  No one in the Town would be allowed to build a hotel on the south 
end of town for a period of 10 years.   
 
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to go into executive session at 8:14 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and to invite Town Manager, Carrie 
Johnson.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:   B. Cheeseman made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:50 
p.m. and recess the Selectboard meeting.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.   
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 8:55 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray, Recording Secretary 


