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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 19th, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
 

On Tuesday, January 19th, 2016 at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard met.   
 
Officials and staff present: Chair, Brent Palmer, Vice Chair, Stan Dukas, Bruce 
Cheeseman, David McWilliams, Sam Smith, Town Manager, Carrie Johnson and Town 
Clerk, Anna Bourdon.   
 
General Public:  Paul Larner, Peter Blouin and Patricia Rainville.   
  
The Pledge of Allegiance.  Chair, B. Palmer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Live – call in meeting. 
 
Recognition 
S. Dukas took this opportunity to welcome back Selectman, Brent Palmer to the Board. 
 
B. Palmer took this opportunity to thank C. Johnson, S. Dukas and the rest of the Board 
for all their work while he was incapacitated.   
 
B. Palmer also explained that he felt the need to explain the tax rate increase after an 
inaccurate article that was published in the Messenger.  He explained that the tax rate 
will increase by less than 1% and the driving factors for that are the police contract 
increased by $77,000 and the Fire Department reserve of $80,000.   
 
Payroll Warrants 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated 
January 15th, 2016 in the amount of $20,027.88.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated 
January 8th, 2016 in the amount of $14,737.83.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated 
December 30th, 2015 in the amount of $23,010.29.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve the general warrant dated 1/5/2016 – 
1/19/2016 in the amount of $34,843.37.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Industrial Park Warrant 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the industrial park warrant in 
the amount of $954.85.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, January 4th, 2016 and the Selectboard ‘special’ meeting minutes for 
Monday, January 11th, 2016.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
Certificate of Highway Mileage 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to approve the Certificate of Highway 
Mileage for two new roads added in the Town for 2015.  All in favor, none 
opposed, motion carried.  
 
Renewable Energy Resolution 
The Town has been asked to join the Rutland Resolution group on renewable energy.  
Both S. Smith and B. Cheeseman explained they want to have more local control.  D. 
McWilliams stated he would like more local control and not leave the decisions solely up 
to the Public Service Board.  S. Dukas agreed.  B. Palmer explained the Georgia wind 
towers were pushed through and half the time the turbines are not turning because the 
grid is full.   The infrastructure should be able to handle the load of energy from wind and 
solar.  He also agreed with the rest of the Board. 



Town of St. Albans Selectboard  2  
Mtg. of 1.19.2016 
 

MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion supporting the Rutland Town Resolution.  All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to authorize the Selectboard Chair to sign the 
Rutland Town resolution.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Patricia Rainville came before the Board.  She explained that 51 of 251 towns in 
Vermont have signed onto the Rutland Town Resolution.  She also explained having a 
meeting with Governor Shumlin regarding how the Public Service Board has gone about 
conducting their public meetings on renewable energy projects.   
 
Enforcement Officer Appointment (Junk Ordinance) 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to appoint Roger Langevin as the Town 
of St. Albans Junk Ordinance Enforcement Officer.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
Bylaws 
S. Smith explained that the last Planning Commission meeting included Catherine 
Dimitruk from Regional Planning and she had several technical issues to discuss 
regarding the bylaws.  That meeting was recessed to January 26th to continue the 
discussion on sidewalks.   
 
Fiscal Year 2017 Budget 
Recreational Fees 
S. Dukas explained that at the previous meeting, the Board agreed to have C. Johnson 
reach out to City Manager, Dominic Cloud regarding recreation fees.  Currently, the 
Town reimburses residents the difference between resident (City) and non-resident fees.  
Prior to that, the Town paid an annual recreation fee for recreation programs.  That was 
discontinued due to a large increase a few years ago.  S. Smith stated he would like C. 
Johnson to go back to Mr. Cloud and see if the process could be simplified.  The Board 
agreed to remove the $10,000 in the budget for recreation and authorize C. Johnson to 
readdress this topic with Mr. Cloud.   
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to fund the recreation budget at $30,000.  All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Fire Department Tanker 
C. Johnson explained the proposed tanker cost is $345,000.  The tanker would include 
air packs on the truck and those costs have more than doubled in one year.  The Fire 
Department is hoping for $60,000 - $65,000 for the sale of the old tanker and to use 
about $255,000 from their reserve fund.   
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to increase the Fire Department budget for a 
new tanker from $317,000 to $345,000.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Parks Department Tractor 
C. Johnson explained adding the front PTO changed the engine and increased the cost 
of the tractor for the Parks Department.  The proposed tractor would have a heated cab 
and would be used year round.   
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to increase Article 8 from $30,000 to $40,000 
to purchase a tractor for the Parks Department.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Town Hall Boardroom Use Policy Discussion 
C. Johnson asked the individual who would like to use Town Hall for a performance is 
booked through the summer but, would be available in the fall.  The Board requested an 
official capacity number for the boardroom and to into potable water as well prior to 
giving approval for the use of the boardroom.   
 
Public Comment 
Peter Blouin came before the Board to discuss the new tanker the fire department is 
proposing to purchase.  He asked what happened with mutual aid.  B. Palmer explained 
mutual does exist and does work.   
 
Other Business 
None. 



Town of St. Albans Selectboard  3  
Mtg. of 1.19.2016 
 

Schedule 
The next Selectboard meetings are Monday, February 1st.  The Board agreed to move 
the meeting scheduled for Monday, February 15th to February 22nd, due to the 
President’s Day holiday.  If another meeting is necessary in between, they will schedule 
one.  The meeting on February 22nd will also be the budget informational meeting.   
 
Town Report 
C. Johnson asked that if the Board had anything they want highlighted in the Town 
Report letter from the Selectboard to forward that to her by January 22nd.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to go into executive session at 8:03 p.m. to 
discuss legal, contractual or personnel issues where premature general public 
knowledge of the subject matter would place the Town (or person involved) at a 
substantial disadvantage.  It was further moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss legal, personnel and contractual issues under the provisions of Title 1, 
section 313(a)(1) of Vermont Statutes and invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:50 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
2016 Town Meeting Day Articles 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the 2016 Town Meeting Day articles 
as presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
FY 2016 – 2017 Budget 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2016 – 2017 budget 
in the amount of $4,087,222.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
8:55 p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 


