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Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 13th, 2015 
6:00 p.m. 

 
On Monday, July 13th, 2015 at 6:00 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard held a regular meeting.   
 
Officials and staff present:  Chair Brent Palmer, Vice-Chair Stan Dukas, Bruce 
Cheeseman, David McWilliams, Sam Smith, Town Clerk, Anna Bourdon and Town 
Manager, Carrie Johnson.   
 
General Public: Legislative Representative, Lynn Dickinson, Peter Blouin, Charlie 
Christolini, Sarah Ferguson, Christine Lang, Erynn Boudreau, Tyrell Boudreau,  
Representative, Marianne Gamache, and Messenger reporter, Elodie Reed,  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
B. Palmer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Tax Rate 
Town Clerk, Anna Bourdon came before the Board to present the 2015/16 tax rate.  She 
pointed out that the grand list grew from the prior fiscal year.  The new tax rate would 
have been less than the current year’s but, voters passed articles totaling $236,000 as 
well as $19,332.44 in Local Agreements and tax exemptions.  The education tax is up 
from last year.  That is set by the State of Vermont.     
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to approve the Town tax rate of $0.3645 as 
presented to the Selectboard on July 13, 2015.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.   
 
Read Lane Waiver Request for Grade of Proposed Driveway  
Currently, our bylaws state the request for a grade waiver must go to the Selectboard.   
In the new bylaws only, the first section of driveway that goes on to the municipal 
highway has grade restrictions.    
 
The proposed section of road has a of 12.9% in at least one location.  The Public Safety 
Officer has looked at the road and has approved the building of the driveway with certain 
conditions.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to grant a waiver to Frank and Ellen Read to 
build a driveway with the conditions outlined in a memo dated June 26th, 2015 by 
the Fire Chief.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Police Services Bids 
We received one bid for police services, from the City of St. Albans Police Department.  
This bid includes a three year contract with two 1-year options to extend.  It was agreed 
upon that Police Chief Gary Taylor would be asked to attend the next Selectboard 
meeting of July 27th to answer contract questions from the Board.   
 
Elizabeth Street Road Acceptance 
The Easement Deed is not yet finalized.  B. Palmer stated he wanted to table this until a 
final copy is complete and asked to have it on the next meeting agenda.  S. Smith would 
like to see the Stormwater Agreement referenced in the Easement Deed as well.   
 
Collins Perley Bike/Pedestrian Path Grant Application – Letter of Support 
B. Palmer stated he is not against the path.  However, he has had 9 residents approach 
him with concerns, mainly with the proposed tunnel for crossing the SASH.  Voters 
turned down this project initially due to the cost.  As a property owner adjacent to the 
proposed bike/pedestrian path, Sam Smith provided a letter of support for this project.  
 
C. Johnson asked the Selectboard to support applying for grant funds to construct the 
bike/pedestrian path.  The grant application is due Friday, July 17th.   
 
B. Cheeseman agreed with B. Palmer and stated that we need to obtain a substantial 
amount of public funding and grants to assist with the construction of this path.   
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MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion for the Board to sign the letter of support for 
the bike/pedestrian path and recognizes the value of a bike/pedestrian path as 
adding quality to our citizens’ way of life.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Draft Junk Ordinance  
Another version of the Junk Ordinance was provided to the Board.  The Planning 
Commission has made a few suggestions.  The Board went over Article 2 of the 
ordinance.   
 
Article 2 
The only change to this section came from S. Dukas suggesting we move Section G, 
subsections 1, 2, 3 and 4 to Article 3, Enforcement, Fees and Penalties.  The Board 
agreed.   
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to approve Article 2 of the Junk Ordinance.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Article 3 will be reviewed at the next meeting.   
 
Department of Public Works – Garage Relocation 
We are still progressing with this project.  Tom Barden, Project Manager is finalizing 
some revised costs estimates that include engineering fees.  Mr. Barden will be 
attending the next meeting.   
 
Hungerford Crosswalk – Speed Reduction Request 
There has been a delay in the progression of the proposed crosswalks at the Bay and at 
Collins Perley.   
 
The proposed Hungerford crosswalk is in front of the St. Albans Messenger, in the City 
of St. Albans.  B. Palmer stated he’d sign a letter of support for this crosswalk.  The City 
has not moved forward on this and the question is should we expend any more energy 
on this.  The Board agreed to table this for now.   
 
Public Comment 
Christine Lang, Swanton resident, came before the Board to discuss a proposed wind 
turbine project in the Town of Swanton.  The location would be in the area of where 
Route 104 and Route 105 meet, near Lebel Drive, on the ridge.  It is being proposed to 
erect up to 7 windmills.  The closest turbine could be 1200 feet from houses.  The 
turbines would be 500 feet tall from ground to tip of vertical blade making them bigger 
than the wind farm on Georgia Mountain.  The contractors plan to file a 45 day notice 
with the Public Service Board at the end of July.   
 
Dustin Lang, Swanton resident, stated that there is a lack of knowledge.  The Swanton 
Selectboard was notified of the proposed wind turbines March 17th, 2015.  The Planning 
Commission learned of this July 8th, 2015.   
 
B. Palmer explained that the Board has very little input when projects are proposed for 
the Town that the Public Service Board is reviewing. 
 
Representative, Lynn Dickinson explained to the Board that there was a change in the 
law (248A) last year to increase municipal input for when developers want to build cell 
towers in proposed municipalities.   The municipality has automatic party status 
regarding cell towers.  The Department of Public Service has to come to the Town to 
hold a public meeting, allowing input from the Selectboard and the community.  Then, 
the Department of Public Service has to write findings based on the questions from the 
Selectboard and community.   
 
Representative Dickinson went on to explain that pending Bill H377 states there will be 
no interfere with the orderly development of the region.   
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the general warrant for June 23rd, 
2015 through July 13th, 2015 in the amount of $150,070.91.  All in favor, none 
opposed, motion carried. 
 
S. Dukas explained that the county tax went up about $5,000 this year to $77,308. 
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Payroll Warrants 
MOTION: S. Dukas made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated June 26th, 
2015 in the amount of $24,400.89.  Motion carried with a 4-0 vote with D. 
McWilliams abstaining.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated July 3rd, 
2015 in the amount of $16,753.08.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the payroll warrant dated July 10th, 
2015 in the amount of $16,333.52.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Industrial Park Warrant 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in the 
amount of $125.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard ‘special’ meeting 
minutes for Thursday, June 18th, 2015.  Motion carried with a 4-0 vote with B. 
Palmer abstaining. 
 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, June 22nd, 2015.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Schedule 
Next Selectboard meetings are July 27th and August 10th.  The meeting with 
transportation specialist, Mark Fenton will be October 7th through October 9th, 2015.   
 
Other Business 
Selectboard Communication Policy 
D. McWilliams would like to discuss this in executive session.   
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:   D. McWilliams made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:12 
p.m. to discuss a personnel issue and to invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
  
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:44 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
7:45 p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 


