
Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 11th, 2015 
6:30 p.m. 

 
On Monday, May 11th, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard held a regular meeting.   
 
Officials and staff present:  Vice-Chair Stan Dukas, David McWilliams, Sam Smith, 
and Town Manager, Carrie Johnson.  Absent were Chair Brent Palmer and Bruce 
Cheeseman. 
 
General Public: Peter Blouin, Rusty Posner, Charlie Christolini, Per Engstrom, Tony 
Tanneberger and St. Albans Messenger Reporter, Elodie Reed. 
  
S. Dukas called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
S. Dukas explained the public comment procedures for the audience.   
 
Police Chief, Gary Taylor 
Chief Taylor came before the Board to give a brief update on police services.  He 
explained things are going well.  The department is doing a lot of motor vehicle work in 
the areas of Bronson, Lower Newton, Kellogg and Maquam Shore Roads, most of which 
involve traffic calming.   
 
S. Dukas stated that there seems to be an issue with motorist not stopping at the stop 
sign on Cherry Street near Town Hall and asked that the police monitor that area. 
 
Chief Taylor notified the Board that St. Albans Police Officer Keith Cote is back at work 
and was on the road today.  He has recovered from injuries he sustained this winter.   
He received the Medal of valor for service.     
 
D. McWilliams asked about the break in at the Bay Store.  Chief Taylor explained tips 
have been followed and given the evidence at the scene, the suspects are young. 
 
D. McWilliams had a complaint from a resident regarding drug during activity in the Bay 
Park.  Chief Taylor explained it’s difficult to have an officer available in a timely manner 
when a drug deal is going down. 
 
S. Smith explained that the Tour Desjardins, a bike tour is coming to town in August.  He 
asked if the police department will be able to handle the event.  Chief Taylor explained 
he doesn’t feel they will not pose an issue.  Traffic will be handled by the police.  
 
Revised Stormwater Maintenance Agreement 
At the previous meeting, S. Smith stated he had some concerns regarding the 
Stormwater Maintenance Agreement and who is responsible for certain aspects of the 
maintenance.  C. Johnson expressed those concerns to the Town Attorney for 
clarification.  She explained that with regards to addressing liability and maintenance, 
the Town and private property owner would be responsible for the property within its 
control.  The Town’s liability would not increase, due to this form.  Future stormwater fee 
increases are not predictable.   
 
D. McWilliams asked if C. Johnson supported this agreement.  She stated she did.  S. 
Dukas stated that the Director of Public Works, Steve Beauregard also supports the 
agreement. 
 
S. Smith explained he feels this is a good agreement but, is concerned about the 
unknown or the State changing the requirements.  He feels that all interested parties 
need to sign onto the agreement to limit the chances of someone not complying.  He 
wants to make sure everyone is bound by the agreement.  C. Johnson stated she can 
talk to the Town Attorney regarding this but, it shouldn’t be a deal breaker.  The Town 
bases their polices on existing conditions and this agreement is compliant with current 
rules.     
 
Charlie Christolini is the developer of Elizabeth Lane.  He came before the Board to 
share his opinion on this agreement.  He explained there are 22 homes in the 
development and that they are all responsible for the maintenance through the 
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homeowners association.  He explained that whenever a land buyer buys a property, 
they have to follow the association rules and sign the proper documentation.  It is part of 
the deed.   
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the Stormwater Maintenance 
Agreement and to include all homeowners associations in the Town of St. Albans.  
Motion failed with a 2-1 vote with S. Smith voting opposed.   
 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve the Stormwater Maintenance 
Agreement with the edit that the agreement states landowners, not landowner.  All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Dept. of Public Works Relocation Project – Project Manager Services 
C. Johnson explained she is looking for approval to hire the consultant that was 
interviewed for an amount of up to $20,000.  Town received four bids and two 
consultants were interviewed.   
 
D. McWilliams explained that the Board needs to go forward with hiring the consultant 
and start working on moving the DPW off the lake.  It’s an environmental issue. 
 
S. Smith explained the project won’t move forward without voter approval.  He wants to 
make sure the consultant understands what this project entails.  C. Johnson stated all 
the consultants that submitted proposals understood the scope of work and requirement 
for voter approval. 
 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to authorize the Town Manager to hire a Project 
Manager to begin the municipal DPW relocation project in the amount not to 
exceed $20,000.  All in favor, none opposed motion carried.   
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Draft Junk Ordinance Discussion 
The Board had been provided Junk Ordinances from three other communities; Barre 
Town, City of St. Albans and Swanton.  S. Dukas explained he liked parts of the Barre 
Town ordinance.   
 
D. McWilliams stated the Town should include adding a written complaint requirement to 
the ordinance.  He also wondered if a resident can’t pay to clean up their property, can 
the Town put a lien against the property until it’s cleaned up. 
 
S. Smith felt that vehicles deemed junk if not registered within 30 days was strict.  He 
also explained his concerns with the visibility from the highway.  If we are going to say 
visible from the highway, it should be from the front of the property.   
 
Town resident, Peter Blouin stated that everyone, whether you’re a farmer, business 
owner, or property owner should be subjected to this ordinance but, that some should be 
grandfathered.  
 
C. Johnson to prepare a draft ordinance for review at the Selectboard meeting on 
Monday, May 18th.   
 
Bike Tour – Grand Tour Desjardins Update 
This bike tour is coming to Town the first week in August.  We are expecting 1500 
people coming into Town at Collins Perley.  A small village will be set up at the complex.  
This group has been working with both Dave Kimmel of Collins Perley and Dave 
Southwick of the Chamber of Commerce.  There are 200 staff members for this tour.  S. 
Dukas asked if we could have a Canadian flag erected in Town.  Collins Perley was 
suggested.   
 
Regional Stormwater Education Program (RSEP) Update 
Regional stormwater education programs are required per the MS4 Permit.  One of 
these educational pieces was an event called April Stool’s Day took place in April.  5 
volunteers picked up dog waste in the area of Hard’Ack and the new dog park area.  
Bags and trash cans are provided in this area however, there is a lack of signage.  C. 
Johnson will look into obtaining signage for the area.   
 
Per Engstrom of Enosburg, uses the dog park.  The last time he was at the park, there 
were no bags but, he had his own and even provided some to another dog owner.   
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Peter Blouin asked where the dog waste would go once the recycle laws kick in.  C. 
Johnson explained she would ask someone at the Northwest Vermont Solid Waste 
Management District. 
 
Planning Summary of Pending Projects Parts 1 & 2 
A list of items former Planner, Maren Hill was working was updated and provided to the 
Selectboard.  
 
Dept. of Public Works Update 
The Selectboard was provided an update on DPW projects. 
 
TM Status Report 
The Selectboard was provided an updated status report from the Town Manager.  S. 
Dukas asked what the status was on hiring a new Department of Public Works 
employee.  C. Johnson explained that we recently hired Torrey Webster who will be 
starting on May 19th.   
 
Crosswalks 
C. Johnson explained that she met with Director of Public Works, Steve Beauregard and 
engineer, Sam Ruggiano to discuss the crosswalk at the Collins Perley Sports Complex 
and what elements have to be involved before we go to the state.   
 
C. Johnson explained that we are applying for the crosswalk at the Bay Store this week. 
S. Ruggiano provided the form to S. Beauregard to apply for this crosswalk. 
 
The crosswalk in front of Hungerford Plaza is on a state road and controlled by the City 
of St. Albans.  S. Dukas explained that Chad Spooner told St. Albans Today that the City 
was moving forward with this crosswalk.   
 
Another area where a crosswalk is being considered is at the Rail Trail crossing where it 
crosses Seymour Street.  A state engineer evaluated this area and brought their 
recommendations to Northwest Regional Planning.  This crosswalk is on the 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) agenda for their Thursday, May 14th meeting.   
 
Public Comment 
Pit Bull Ban Discussion (Rebecca Trombly) 
Rebecca Trombly and her son, Jason Waylon came before the Board requesting the ban 
on Pit Bulls be lifted.  She stated that not every Pit Bull is violent.  In the Town’s 
ordinance it assumes that all Pit Bulls are violent.  Other breeds bite and can be vicious.  
The Town of Highgate lifted their Pit Bull ban.  None of the dog complaints in that town 
were Pit Bulls.  The Town of St. Albans is one of two towns (Montgomery) in the state of 
Vermont with a Pit Bull ban.   
 
Rusty Posner of the Franklin County Humane Society came before the Board stating she 
would like to see this ban lifted.  The humane society saved 600 dogs last year and 20% 
of them were Pit Bulls.  Pit Bulls were in the Maple Festival parade and two were 
adopted.  Ms. Posner had letters and pictures of Pit Bulls she submitted to the 
Selectboard for their review.   
 
Veterinarian, Dr. Tony Tanneberger came before the Board to show his support to have 
the ban lifted.  He stated that he and the other veterinarians he works with are against 
the Pit Bull ban.   
 
S. Dukas explained that the Board will discuss this further at a future meeting.  They 
agreed to put it on the June 8th agenda.   
 
Per Engstrom explained that he has volunteered at the humane society since he was 
young and has dealt with a lot of Pit Bulls and find them very loving. 
 
D. McWilliams explained it’s the owner that is responsible for the behavior of the dog.  
He would support the removal of the Pit Bull ban from the ordinance.  S. Smith stated he 
would support the removal of the ban as well. 
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the general warrant from April 
28th, 2015 to May 11th, 2015 in the amount of $28,010.52.  All in favor, none 
opposed, motion carried.  
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Payroll Warrants 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve the payroll warrants for May 8th, 
2015 in the amount of $13,083.27 for May 1st, 2015 in the amount of $13,094.28.  All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
Industrial Park Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in the 
amount of $110.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, April 27th, 2015.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Schedule 
The next Selectboard meetings are May 18th and June 8th.   
 
Other Business 
C. Johnson stated that we need Planning Commissioners.  We did advertise and 
received no interest.  S. Smith stated he will stay on the Planning Commission until the 
Bylaws have gone through legal review.  He suggested asking former members to see if 
they would be interested in serving again on the Planning Commission.   
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:   S. Dukas made a motion to enter into executive session at 8:25 p.m. 
and to invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson to discuss contractual and 
personnel issues.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION: D. McWilliams made a motion to come out of executive session at 9:33 
p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
9:33 p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 
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