
Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 13th, 2015 
6:30 p.m. 

 
On Monday, April 13th, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall the Town of St. Albans 
Selectboard held a regular meeting.   
 
Officials and staff present:  Brent Palmer, Stan Dukas, Bruce Cheese, David 
McWilliams, Sam Smith, Town Manager, Carrie Johnson and Town Clerk, Anna 
Bourdon. 
 
General Public: Cliff Smith, Ken Greenfield, Roger Langevin, Representative, Lynn 
Dickinson, Bob Johnson, and St. Albans Messenger Reporter, Elodie Reed. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance.  B. Palmer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Organizational Meeting 
The Selectboard made the following nominations and motions to elect a Chair and a 
Vice Chair: 
 
D. McWilliams made a motion to go into executive session to discuss electing a Chair 
and Vice Chair but, after discussion, it was agreed that an executive session was not 
necessary. 
 
D. McWilliams nominated Brent Palmer as Chair. 
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to elect Brent Palmer as Chair of the 
Town of St. Albans Selectboard.  Motion carried with a 4-1 vote with B. 
Cheeseman voting opposed. 
 
B. Cheeseman nominated Stan Dukas as Vice Chair 
 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to elect Stan Dukas as Vice Chair of the 
Town of St. Albans Selectboard.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Rules of Procedure Policy 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Rules of Procedure Policy.  All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Rules of Ethics & Conflict of Interest Policy 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Rules of Ethics and Conflict of 
Interest Policy.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing – Capital Program 
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to open the Public Hearing on the Capital 
Improvement Program.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
C. Johnson explained that the public hearing was on our Capital Program which is our 
replacement and maintenance plan for equipment.   
 
Cliff Smith, Town resident, explained he wanted to see an approval date on the Capital 
Program document.  He felt the 5 year plan and the annual Capital Improvement Plan 
should be kept separate from each other.  Regarding the bike/pedestrian path, Mr. Smith 
would like to see what the public support would be to put the bike path in place because 
it’s going to be used by the City as well and it shouldn’t just be the Town’s burden.  He 
shared his concerns about how to cross the access road as well stating that he thinks it 
should be an overpass and not a tunnel.   
 
B. Palmer addressed Mr. Smith by stating several options were studied and the tunnel 
was the best option.  B. Cheeseman stated that he heard the reason the path failed on 
Town Meeting Day was because the voters didn’t like the price tag, too expensive.    
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Capital Program with edits and 
to close the Public Hearing on the Capital Program.  All in favor, none opposed, 
motion carried.   
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Recycling Regulation Overview:  John Leddy & Al Voegele Northwest Vermont 
Solid Waste Management District (NWSWD) 
John Leddy, Executive Director of NWSWD and Town NWSWD representative, Al 
Voegele came before the Board to discuss the Universal Recycling Law (Act 148).  Mr. 
Leddy explained that studies showed 30% of waste going to landfills was food scrapes 
and yard debris and then Act 148 was passed in 2012.  This is a mandatory recycling 
law statewide.  Haulers picking up trash have to offer customers recycling pickup along 
with trash pickup.  By 2020, all food scrapes and leaf and yard waste will be banned 
from landfills.  The Town is covered under the district’s ordinance.  Mr. Leddy explained 
that public places must offer recycling.  If there is a trash can, there has to be a recycling 
can as well.   
 
A. Voegele explained that clothing can be recycled as well and that NWSWD recycles 
clothing at no cost.  
 
Mr. C. Smith expressed concerns about food scrapes and the issues that may arise for 
public places or apartment buildings such as odor and animals.   
 
Appointments 
1st Constable 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to appoint Roger Langevin as 1st Constable for 
the Town of St. Albans for a one year term.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried. 
 
2nd Constable, Grand Juror and Town Agent 
MOTION:  S. Smith made a motion to appoint Albert Benson as 2nd Constable, 
Grand Juror and Town Agent for the Town of St. Albans for a one year term.  All in 
favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Local Emergency Operations Plan 
This plan is updated and approved annually. 
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Local Emergency Operations 
Plan as presented.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.    
 
Little County Road Culver Replacement Bid Award 
This project was engineered a couple of years ago and when the Town went out to bid, 
the bids came in a little bit higher as the State changed some of the requirements for 
culverts.  The culvert needs to be set deeper when installing.  
 
B. Cheeseman asked whether Charbonneau’s (the lowest bidder) was asked to put in a 
change form that reflected the price increase.  C. Johnson explained that because 
Charbonneau’s didn’t comply with the original bid process, they were not asked to 
submit a change form.  The next lowest bidder was RMB and they complied with the bid 
process. 
 
After reviewing the bids, Ruggiano Engineering recommended RMB’s bid in the amount 
of $120,629.  With the grant, the State will pay 90%.  The Town’s match is 10% or about 
$12,000.  The completion of this project is contingent upon obtaining all right of ways, 
construction easements and additional funding from the State.   
 
MOTION:  B. Cheeseman made a motion to accept the bid from RMB Excavating 
for the culvert work on Little County Road in the amount not to exceed $120,629, 
contingent upon receiving the additional State funding.  All in favor, none 
opposed, motion carried. 
 
Town Manager’s Report 
Fire Department Development Standards Policy 
Zoning Administrator, Becky Peron and Public Safety Officer, Bob Cross drafted this 
policy.  This policy will be referenced in the Bylaws.  The Board discussed whether or 
not the Knox Box policy would be for new commercial buildings only or to include 
existing commercial buildings as well.  C. Johnson will discuss this with Bob Cross.  The 
Board agreed to send this policy to the Planning Commission for their review and 
discussion prior to Selectboard approval. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Town Clerk and Treasurer, Anna Bourdon came before the Board to provide them with a 
Treasurer’s Report.  She explained the report balances are as of March 31, 2015.  She 
briefly went over each account with the Board.   
 
Junk Ordinance – Draft 1 
On Town Meeting Day, voters voted for the Town to establish a Junk Ordinance.  Zoning 
Administrator, Becky Peron did a lot of work on this draft, contacting several other 
municipalities asking if they have junk ordinances and how they are working for them.   
 
B. Cheeseman would like to move forward on this and explained he thinks the draft is a 
good document.  When handled properly, a junk ordinance can work well. 
 
B. Palmer’s main concern is determining who will enforce the ordinance.  S. Smith stated 
the Town must move cautiously on this ordinance.   
 
The Board will have the final decision as to whether the Town will adopt a Junk 
Ordinance.  This was tabled until a future meeting. 
 
Department of Public Works (DPW) Relocation Project – Request for Proposals 
Municipal Project Manager Services 
The DPW sub-committee drafted a RFP for Municipal Project Manager Services and 
was written by Dave Allerton, based largely on things he has worked on in the past as an 
engineer.  B. Palmer and B. Cheeseman agreed that this is the next best step.  The cost 
for these services could be between $15,000 and $20,000.  The Project Manager would 
work on coming up with a more firm number for the cost of the project.   
 
S. Smith stated he would like to see a study on the environmental impact of the new 
DPW building, and will meet with C. Johnson to get existing background information.   
 
Liquor Control 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to recess the Selectboard and convene as the 
Liquor Control Board.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the 2015 liquor license renewal 
application and outdoor consumption for Harley D’s, American Legion and 
Ekalview (Bayside Pavilion).  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to adjourn the Liquor Board Control and 
reconvene as the Selectboard.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.   
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Industrial Park Warrant 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to approve the Industrial Park warrant in 
the amount of $2,662.39.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
General Warrant 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the general warrant from March 24th 
to April 13th, 2015 in the amount of $57,247.24.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.  
 
D. McWilliams suggested creating a purchase order form to keep track of credit card 
purchases.   
 
Payroll Warrants 
MOTION:  B. Palmer made a motion to approve the payroll warrants for April 10th, 
2015 in the amount of $12,484.36, April 3rd, 2015 in the amount of $16,122.02 and 
March 27th, 2015 in the amount of $21,415.96.  All in favor, none opposed, motion 
carried.  
 
Minutes 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes 
for Monday, March 23rd, 2015.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
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C. Johnson asked the Board if we could discontinue the practice of signatures on the 
meeting minutes.  The Board agreed.   
 
Schedule 
The next Selectboard meetings are April 27th and May 11th.  The 4th Annual Volunteer 
dinner is Monday, April 20th, 2015.   
 
Other Business 
None.  
 
Executive Session 
MOTION:  S. Dukas made a motion to enter into executive session at 8:20 p.m. and 
to invite in Town Manager, Carrie Johnson to discuss a contractual, legal issue 
and personnel issues.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION: S. Dukas made a motion to come out of executive session at 9:00 p.m.  
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
MOTION:  D. McWilliams made a motion to adjourn the Selectboard meeting at 
9:00 p.m.  All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gray 
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