
INTERIM BYLAW 

 

I.   PURPOSE: 

 On December 5, 2012, the State of Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) designated the Town of St. Albans as a regulated small municipal separate storm sewer 
system (MS4).  The MS4 designation is the result of discharges to state waters that the DEC has 
determined are significantly impaired by stormwater runoff. The DEC required the Town to 
submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to the Agency of Natural Resources stating its intention to seek 
authorization to discharge pollutants to state waters under the State MS4 Permit.  

On September 3, 2013, the Town submitted a Notice of Intent (NOI) for stormwater discharges 
to Stevens Brook and Rugg Brook and identified 4.42 square miles served by the MS4.   

 The NOI imposes several new obligations on the Town to create selected minimum 
control measures for stormwater discharges.  These obligations include developing and enforcing 
a program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges; developing and implementing procedures to 
ensure MS4 construction activities are properly permitted; developing and implementing erosion 
and sediment ordinances; and review existing regulations for effectiveness in managing 
stormwater runoff. 

 Since submitting the NOI, the Town has conducted studies to identify and inventory 
existing stormwater infrastructure.  These studies have produced, among other things, Problem 
Area Data Sheets that highlight high risk erosion areas and a list of priority stormwater 
mitigation projects. The Town is also in the process of creating Flow Restoration Plans for 
Stevens and Rugg Brooks as required by the MS4 permit. These Plans identify priority projects 
needed for the Town to meet the MS4 flow reduction targets.  

Furthermore, the Town is also updating its zoning bylaws to manage stormwater impacts to the 
Town and comply with new stormwater requirements. The Town will also draft a stormwater 
ordinance that targets development not currently covered under State permits, ensuring proper 
erosion and sediment control on construction sites.    

 Based upon the above, the purpose of this Interim Bylaw is to provide the Town time to 
complete the studies and work set forth above, review the results of the studies, review and 
implement the revised zoning bylaws and new stormwater ordinance. The Interim Bylaw 
temporarily restricts the construction of multi-user or offsite stormwater treatment facilities that 
may not conform to the Town’s NOI. The Interim Bylaw ensures that the regulations and 
construction will be completed in a manner that promotes the public health, safety, and welfare 
of the Town while protecting ongoing economic growth and stability.  

   

 

 



II. DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICTS AFFECTED: 

 This Interim Bylaw shall apply to all Districts established and listed in Article V, Section 
310 (1) of the Zoning Bylaws and Subdivision Regulations of the Town of St. Albans except for: 

 A. Flood Hazard 

 B. Lakeshore 

 C. Telecommunications and Correctional Facility 

 

III. LIMITATIONS ON LAND DEVELOPMENT: 

 Within the areas affected by this Interim Bylaw, the following shall not be allowed: 

 A. New multi-user or offsite stormwater management facility.    

  

  

IV. DEFINITIONS: 

   Words specifically defined in the Zoning Bylaws and Subdivision Regulations for the 
Town of St. Albans shall have the same meaning in this Interim Bylaw unless another meaning is 
clearly indicated. 

 A. Stormwater:  The portion of rainfall, melted snow, or irrigation water that flows 
across ground surfaces and is eventually returned to a waterbody such as a river, stream, pond, or 
reservoir. 

 B. Stormwater Management Facility:   Any structure, natural or man-made, that due 
to its condition, design, or construction, conveys, stores, or otherwise affects stormwater runoff.  
Typical stormwater management facilities include, but are not limited to detention, and retention 
basins, open channels, storm sewers, pipes and infiltration structures. 
 
 C. Offsite Stormwater Management Facility:  Any stormwater management facility 
located on a specific property and designed to provide stormwater management benefits for one 
or more other sites or properties. 
 
 D. Multi-User Stormwater Management Facility:   Any end-of-conveyance 
stormwater management facility including, but not limited to, ponds, subsurface detention 
facilities, basins, and manufactured wetlands that is utilized by more than one property. 
 

 

 

 



V. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS: 

 The Selectboard may, upon application, authorize the issuance of permits for any type of 
development as a conditional use not otherwise permitted by this Interim Bylaw, after public 
hearing preceded by notice in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4464.  The authorization by the 
Selectboard shall be granted upon a finding by the Selectboard that the proposed use is consistent 
with the health, safety, and welfare of the municipality and the following standards.  The 
proposed development shall not result in an undue adverse effect on any of the following: 

 A. The capacity of existing or planned community facilities, services or lands. 

 B. The existing patterns and uses of development in the area. 

C. Environmental limitations of the site or area and significant natural resource areas 
and sites. 

 D. Municipal plans and other municipal bylaws, ordinances, or regulations in effect. 

 

VI. EFFECT ON EXISTING REGULATIONS: 

 This Interim Bylaw shall not repeal or alter any existing ordinances, regulations or 
bylaws of the Town of St. Albans.  This Interim Bylaw establishes restrictions that are in 
addition to those contained in any other Town ordinance, bylaw or regulation. 

 

VII. ENACTMENT PROVISIONS: 

 This Interim Bylaw is enacted pursuant to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. § 4415 and is to be 
administered in the manner provided for in said § 4415, as amended from time to time, and shall 
be effective upon passage. 


