
 

 Planning Commission Mtg. 
Page 1 

 
7.8.2014 
 

 

 Town of St. Albans 
579 Lake Road 

St. Albans, VT. 05478 
 

The Town of St. Albans 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

Town Hall, 579 Lake Road 
July 8th 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: S. Smith (Chair), B. Brigham (Vice Chair), M. Mckennerney 
Staff Present: M. Hill, Planner 
 
CALL TO ORDER-  
Planning Commission Chair S. Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., followed by the pledge of 
allegiance.  
 
UPDATE PUBLIC MEETING- ZONING 
M. Hill shared meeting notes from the public zoning meeting held June 25th at Town Hall. The notes 
included questions, comments, and concerns the residents had. M. Hill stated she had several people 
email her who could not be at the public meeting. Overall, the meeting seemed very positive and M. Hill 
intends to continue an open communication with residents of the Town.  
 
OPEN MEETING LAW 
M. Hill shared the changes to the Open Meeting Law passed July 1st by the State of Vermont. All 
municipalities within the state must comply with the new changes. To conform the Town must post all 
meeting minutes to the Town website within five (5) days. The Town must also post meeting warnings 
and agendas at designated locations throughout the Town. The Selectboard approved The Bay Store, The 
St. Albans Bay Post Office, Collins Perley Sports Center, Maplefields North and Town Hall for posting 
locations.  
 
DISCUSSION OF ZONING BYLAWS AND SUBDIVISION REGUALTIONS 
The PC discussed Article IX: General Definitions and agreed to make changes.  
 
The PC would like to define “efficiency” under Accessory Dwelling Unit. Currently it reads: 
“Accessory Dwelling Unit: An efficiency or one-bedroom apartment that is clearly subordinate to a single 
family dwelling and has facilities and provisions for independent living, including food preparation and 
sanitation.  
 
The PC would like to look into the definition of “Adjacent” which currently reads: 
“Adjacent: Contiguous parcels and parcels separated only by a public road, private road, or right-of-way, 
railroad right-of-way, or riparian feature (river, stream, or brook.)” The PC wonders if this definition 
differs from “abutter” and which term should legally be used.  
 
The PC has agreed to add the word “public” to the definition of “banner”; currently it reads: 
“Banner: Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is permanently mounted to a pole or a 
building by a permanent frame at one or more edges. National flags, state or municipal flags, or the 
official flag of any institution shall not be considered banners.”  
It shall now read: 
“Banner: Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is permanently mounted to a pole or a 
building by a permanent frame at one or more edges. National flags, state or municipal flags, or the 
official flag of any public institution shall not be considered banners.”  
 
The PC reviewed “Campground” and agreed to eliminate the last sentence. Previously it read: 
“Campground: Any lot of land containing more than three campsites occupied for vacation or recreational 
purposes by camping units, such as: tents, yurts, tepees, lean-tos, camping cabins, and recreational 
vehicles, including motor homes, folding camping trailers, conventional travel trailers, fifth whell travel 
trailers, truck campers, van campers, and conversion vehicles designed and used for travel, recreation and 
camping. There shall be no distinction made between non-commercial (no charge, no service) and 
commercial operations.”  
It shall now read:  
“Campground: Any lot of land containing more than three campsites occupied for vacation or recreational 
purposes by camping units, such as: tents, yurts, tepees, lean-tos, camping cabins, and recreational 
vehicles, including motor homes, folding camping trailers, conventional travel trailers, fifth whell travel 
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trailers, truck campers, van campers, and conversion vehicles designed and used for travel, recreation and 
camping.” 
The PC reviewed “Dwelling, Multi-Family” and agreed to remove part of it. Previously it read: 
“Dwelling, Multi Family: A residential building with three (3) or more dwelling units, with the number of 
households in residence not exceeding the number of dwelling units provided.” 
It shall now read: 
“Dwelling, Multi Family: A residential building with three (3) or more dwelling units.” 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  
 
MOTION: S. Smith made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of June 24th, 2014. M. Mckennerney 
seconded. All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: B. Brigham made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. M. Mckennerney seconded. 
All in favor, none opposed, motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
AJ Johnson, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
            
Sam Smith, Chair          Date 
 
_________________________________________                        ____________ 
Brent Brigham       Date 
 
_____________________________________                       ___________ 
Mike Mckennerney       Date 
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