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 Town of St. Albans 
579 Lake Road 

St. Albans, VT. 05478 
 

The Town of St. Albans 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

Town Hall, 579 Lake Road 
February 25th 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: S. Smith (Chair), B. Cheeseman (Vice Chair), G. Cherrier, B. Brigham, M. McKennerney 
Staff Present: M. Hill, Planner 
  
CALL TO ORDER-  
 
Planning Commission Chair S. Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., followed by the pledge of 
allegiance.  
 
RECREATIONAL TRAIL PROGRAM GRANT – TOWN FOREST 
 
M. Hill discussed the Recreational Trail Program Grant with the PC. The Town has applied for this grant 
which will help improve and maintain the trails of the Town Forest. If the grant is received the Vermont 
Youth Conservation Corps will perform the manual labor for the Town.  
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY CARING COMMUNITIES GRANT  
 
M. Hill discussed the Franklin County Caring Communities Grant with the PC. Northwest Medical 
Center and F.C.C.C. are applying. Receiving this grant will raise publicity for the Town Forest, look at 
the needs of trails within the forest, help SATEC develop a safe routes to school plan, educate and 
campaign for the bike ped project, and help analyze zoning regulations. The PC agreed to sign a letter of 
support for the Franklin County Caring Communities Grant. 
 
MOTION: B. Brigham mad a motion to sign a letter of support for the Franklin County Caring 
Communities grant. G. Cherrier seconded. All in favor, none opposed, motion carries.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
-SURVEY 
-PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
M. Hill shared with the PC a survey she intends to hand out on Town Meeting Day. The survey asks for 
resident’s opinions on zoning, their thoughts on important infrastructure tasks, and how they would like to 
be contacted by the Town. 
 
DISCUSSION OF ZONING BYLAWS AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS  
The PC had a discussion of Section 901- Accessory Dwelling Units- and agreed to change it to Section 
900.  They also agreed to change the word “apartment” to “dwelling”. Previously it read: 
“…3. The accessory apartment is proposed to be larger than 40% of the habitable area of the dwelling.  
      4. The Development Review Board may reduce or waive the off-street parking requirement for 
accessory apartments where the waiver will not create an undue negative impact on the neighborhood” 
It shall now read: 
…3. The accessory dwelling is proposed to be larger than 40% of the habitable area of the dwelling.  
      4. The Development Review Board may reduce or waive the off-street parking requirement for 
accessory dwellings where the waiver will not create an undue negative impact on the neighborhood” 
 
The PC had a discussion of Section 902-Camping Vehicles and Campgrounds- and agreed to change it to 
Section 901. They also agreed to review the second paragraph and change “90 days” to “150 days”. 
It previously read: 
“A camping vehicle may be parked on the property of its owner or with the permission of the land owner 
provided the vehicle meets all district setback requirements and the period of occupancy does not exceed 
ninety (90) days in any consecutive twelve (12) month period.” 
 
It shall now read: 
“A camping vehicle may be parked on the property of its owner or with the permission of the land owner 
provided the vehicle meets all district setback requirements and the period of occupancy does not exceed 
one hundred fifty (150) days in any consecutive twelve (12) month period.” 
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The PC had a discussion on Section 903- Designated Growth Centers- and agreed to change it to Section 
902. The PC also agreed to return to the Section after completing the land use sections.  
 
The PC had a discussion on Section 904- Family Child Care Home and Child Care Facilities- and agreed 
to change it to Section 903. 
 
The PC had a discussion on Section 905- Home Occupations- and agreed to change it to Section 904. 
They also agreed to change the wording in the first and second paragraph. Previously it read: 
“A family child care home is a home where the daycare provider provides care on a regular basis for not 
more than six (6) full time and four (4) part time children within the provider’s residence and is licensed 
or registered by the State for childcare. A family child care home shall be considered a permitted use of 
property. 
 
A family child care facility is a home or facility caring for more than six (6) full time and four (4) part 
time children and shall require Conditional Use Approval.” 
 
It shall now read: 
“As defined by 33 V.S.A. 4902(3)(A), A family child care home is a home where the daycare provider 
provides care on a regular basis for not more than six (6) full time and four (4) part time children within 
the provider’s residence and is licensed or registered by the State for childcare.  In accordance with 24 
V.S.A. §4412(5) a family child care home shall be considered a permitted use of property. 
 
As defined by 33 V.S.A. 4902(3)(A), a family child care facility is a home or facility caring for more than 
six (6) full time and four (4) part time children and shall require Conditional Use Approval.” 
 
The PC reviewed Section 906- Landfilling, Site Excavation, Underground Services and Drainage- and 
agreed to change it to Section 905. 
 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION: B. Brigham made a motion to accept the minutes dated 1/14/2014. G. Cherrier seconded. 
All in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: B. Cheeseman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. B. Brigham seconded. All 
in favor, none opposed, motion carries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
AJ Johnson, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
            
Sam Smith, Chair          Date 
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